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the designs of Je: 
the Sayth. ot only are Israel and 
dah mentioned as objects of thane 
the 
artidipate - 
De ‘of thie’ sp 8 
al does “exerchas 
U hig 
4 
| Hah 
an¢ 
he 
th “4 
ters 7 and 
J, 
he * 
means, which, * 
from 
of the world, We thoughts are 
A Ways as 
x 4 


and the earth he had a design in it, 


and had certain pu to accomplish, 
and when he created the beasts of the 


of the air—he did it to promote his pur- 
poses, and to advance his glory and 
hen man was placed as lord of the 

ion, it was for a purpose, and the 
which, though it may now be mysterious, 
yet when the curtain of heaven shall be 
withdrawn, and we shall comprehend 
eternal things, we shall see and acknow- 
ledge “ that 229 of all the earth 
has done right.“ e council of hea- 
ven was had among the Gods in the 
world, pertaining to all these 

subjects of their creation, before ever 
they were formed, or the morning stars 
sang together for joy;” and by him 
who comprehends the end from the 


habits, propensities, the ob- 


their creation, the position they 
take in the order of creation, 
and how and by what means they would 
be made y, and increase his glory, 

understood by him who has 
done “all things well.“ 

The world was not made to be annihi- 
lated nor the creatures that he has form- 
ed: each of them were intended to fufil the 
measure of his creation. The sun, the 
moon, the stars, the earth, man, beast, 
— * 

eres, all were 
and all were intended to fill up 
the measure of their creation, and to 


bring about his p ; and the beasts 
of the forest, the of the sea, or the 
the fowl of the air, all are in the 


vast works of creation and the chirpi 
sparrow upon the house-top, fulfils the 
measure of its creation, in its own sphere, 
as much as an archangel does in his. 


* Whichever link you from the order strike, 
Tenth, or tenth thousand, breaks the chain alike.” 


earth, and every 
earth, say, blessing and glory, and hon- 
our, aoe | might, and 222 and do- 
minion be ascribed unto Him that sit- 
teth upon the throne, and unto the 


will 

will not ait obtain the same glory, ‘ for 
there is one glory of the sun, and ano- 
ther glory of the moon, and another 
of stars; and, as one star dif- 
from another star in glory, 80 
will it be in the 


also celestial bodies (and 


F 


B F 

a 


are different glories that the children of 
men will inherit, in the eternal world, 
according to their faithfulness, diligence, 
and capacity in keeping the command- 
ments of God while here; each one will 
be enabled to find his own element, and 
icipate in that kind of glory which 
—— 7 congenial to his nature and 
to ity, ing to the 
testimony of 

“And they who are not sanctified 
through the law which I have given 
unto you, even the law of Christ, must 
inherit another ki ; even that of a 
terrestrial kingdom, or that of a teles- 
tial kingdom. For he who is not able 
to abide the law of a celestial kingdom 
cannot abide a celestial glory; and he 
who cannot abide the law of a terres- 


trial kingdom, cannot abide a terrestrial 
glory; he who cannot abide the law of 
a telesti i m, cannot abide a 
telestial glory: therefore, he is not meet 
for the kingdom of glory. 
he must abide a kingdom which is not 
a kingdom of glory. 

“And, again, verily I say unto you 
the earth abideth the law of a celéstial 


; for it fulfilleth the measure 


| 
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our ways, we shall not be surprised mage and before whom, and with 
that he makes use of means for the whom, e present, the past, and the 
accomplishment of his designs, which in future are one eternal now, their or- 
— instances are, to us, incomprehen- 
sible. 
When the Lord created the heavens 
field, the fish of the sea, and the fowls 
It is true that they move in different 
3 spheres, and occupy a different glory: 
3 but although we cannot now see those 
yarious connecting links, the time will 
come when we shall hear “every crea- 
ture in heaven, every creature on the 
810 ne telestial is anc her, 
of its cre on, anc nsgresseth not 
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it be quickened and shall 
: 4 it is quicken- 


whi 
who are 
celestial glory shall 
same, even a fulness: and they who are 
uickened by a portion of the terrestrial 
glory shall then receive of the same, 
even a fulness; and also, they who are 
quickened by a portion of the telestial 
glory shall then receive of the same, 
even a fulness; and they who remain 
shall also be quickened: nevertheless, 
they shall return again to their own 
to enjoy that which they are wil- 
ing to receive, because they were not 
illing to enjoy that which they might 
have received. 

For what doth it a man if a gi 
is bestowed upon him and he ve 
not the gift? Behold, he rejoices not 
in that which is given unto him, neither 
rejoices in him who is the giver of the 

“And, again, verily I say unto you, 
that which is aa 8 is also 
preserved by law, and perfected and 
sanctified by the same. That which 
breaketh a law, and abideth not by law, 
but seeketh to become a law unto itself, 
and willeth to abide in sin, and alto- 

er abideth in sin, cannot be sancti- 

by law, neither by mercy, justice, 
or j ent. Therefore, 
remain filthy still.“ Page 101, Doc- 
trines and Covenants. 

It is evident from the above, that no 
man need murmur or complain at the 
dealings of God, for he will be enabled 


to obtain the thing which he is 
looking and living for. 
The earth, as a 


of the creation 


ey must 


ancient saints had in view; it 


Eternal life with them was 
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thus become purified and made celestial]. 
Lind chat all the prophets and 
i e ets, es, and 
so patien e to 
— h. Th had found out the — 
to come to the curtain of futurity 
and having a know of the designs 
and pu — of God in regard to the 
earth, they endured as seeing him who 
is invisible,’ they were tempted, tried, 
and sawn asunder.’ They wandered 
about in sheep skins and in goat skins; 
hay | dwelt in deserts and in dens; and 
in the caves of the earth, for they had 
unto the recom of reward ; 
they looked ‘ for a city which hath foun- 
dation, whose builder and maker is 
God.“ Well hath Paul said ‘they that 
say such things, declare plainly that — 
seek a country, * wherefore G 
for be ‘hath prepared for them a city. 
or he or them a city.’ 
What is this city ? a heavenly one; but 
it will 
earth is prepared to receive it. ence, 
John don Rev. xxi. 1—5: And I 
saw a new heaven and a new earth: for 
the first heaven and the first earth passed 
aways and there was no more sea. 
And I, John, saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out 
of heaven, as a bride adorned 
for her husband. And I heard a , 
voice out of heaven, saying, Behold the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they shall be 
his people, and God himself shall be 
with them, and be their God. And 
God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes, and there shall be no more 
, neither sorrow nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more : for the 
former things are away. And 
he that sat upon the throne said, behold, 
I make all things new,—and he said 


This, then, was the thing 


was 
obtain this glory that they sought; 
was for this they suffered — 

i only 

they 


it 
th 

ing desirable; it was for this 
lived, for- this they died. And what to 
men with minds unenlightened would be 
folly and nonsense, to them 
greatest height of wisdom, 


the law. Wherefore, it shall be sancti- | 
fied : N — it shall die, 
ed, and the righteous inherit it; 
also rise again a spiritu : the 
who are ofa celestial spirit shall thers 
the same body which was a natural 
body; even ye shall receive your bodies, 
and your glory shall be that glory by 
unto me, rite, for these wor are 
true and faithful. 
that the 
of God, has and will fulfil the measure 
of its creation. It has been baptized 
by water ; r it 
will be purified and me celestial, ; 
and be a fit place for celestial bodies to 
inhabit. It will become the residence 
of those who have borne a celestial 
law, and of none other; after it has 5 
K 2 
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teachings of Jehovah, pertaining to their 
eternal welfare. And as man’s ever- 
lasting tabernacle was designed to be on 
this earth; so they sought, and by 
faith they ined promises.’ Abra- 
ham obtained a promise of the land of 
Canaan for himself and his 
The land of the Gentiles was allotted to 
their several owners. Joseph had a 
promise of a land at the utmost bounds 
of the everlasting hills. Jared, at the 
destruction of the ‘Tower of Babel,’ 
had the promise of an inheritance in 
this land. The twelve tribes of Is- 
rael had their inheritance divided unto 
them by lot, and unto various heads of 
families, God gave similar promises. 
Yet we are told that though Abraham 
had the land of Canaan promised to 
him, for an everlasting inheritance, 
God gave him none inheritance in 
it’ (in his life-time), ‘no not so much 
as to set his foot — Let 1 to 
the Scriptures he will have and inherit 
it — 


Abraham, and many of his coadjutors 


were willing to abide a celestial law, 
and, therefore, obtained promises by 
faith through the priesthood of a celes- 


tial inheritance, when the earth should 
be renewed; and as celestial glory was 
a prize worth seeking after, and endur- 
ing that they might obtain, men of faith 
in ancient days made every effort to get 
in possession of the blessings flowing 
therefrom —it was for this that the 


. tabernacle and ark were made—it was 


for this that the temple was built; and, 
if those people who had already the 
Aaronic priesthood, had received the 
Saviour when he “came to his temple,” 
he might, and would have unfolded to 
them many great and eternal principles 
pertaining to futurity, connected with 
the priesthood, for which the temple 
was originally built. 

It was the policy of all those ancient 
men of God, and the order of their 
Heavenly Father, to collect the people 
of God into one place, for the 4A 
of teaching them the things of God, 
that they might be to reign 
with him in a celestial glory. Thus, 
when the earth was becoming corrupt, 
‘Enoch collected together a people who 
were virtuous and pure—who profes- 
sed a willingness to be governed by the 
_ law of God, and as the earth was then 
becoming corrupt, and the children of 
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nances, Enoch was selected as a faithful 
man of God, to whom was committed 
the priesthood, that he might assemble 
together God’s chosen le and save 
them from the contaminating influence 


of the world, and through the inter- 
course that he had with Almighty, 
and the teaching of heaven, | the 


people in the paths of righteousness, 
teach them a celestial law, and pre 
them for a celestial inheritance. Thus 
Enoch built up a Zion in his day, and as 
received teaching, not only pertainin 
to himself, but 3 pertainin to — 
chosen ones over which God given 
him the oversight. He did receive re- 
velations, and some of those revelations 
have been revealed to us: and after the 
pure in heart thus assembled, were pre- 
pared by upwards of one hundred years 
of divine teaching, and there was no 
hopes of reclaiming the rest of the 
world, Enoch and his Zion were remov- 
ed out of the world. They were not, 
ſor God took them, and the saying went 
abroad that “ Zibn is fled.” 
who upon the earth 
or the purpose reserving a 
seed after the earth should be 2 
in consequence of having filled up the 
measure of their iniquity, and ev 
imagination of their heart being evil, 
preached but in vain to the then devoted 
inhabitants of the earth. He was pre- 
served, however, and his seed, and thus 
when the earth was laid desolate, there 
was a little gathering or Zion left to 
fulfil God’s purposes, in regard to the 
earth, and r a pure seed. Hav- 
ing the priesthood, Noah was prepared 
to teach them correct principles, and the 
seed of Noah thus assembled 
were divinely taught. But it soon be- 
came evident that man’s heart was de- 
ceitful; that it was ready to start aside 
like a broken bough; and we find the 
people, as the became wicked, trying to 
arm themselves against the judgments 
of God. knew, that a short time 
before, the inhabitants of the world had 
been destroyed by a flood in consequence 
of their wickedness. They had no doubt 
been warned by Jared and others of 
their wickedness, and what it would tend 
to, therefore, partly fearing lest the tes- 
timony of the servants of might be 


true, and partly braving the Almighty, 


| 

men departing from God and his ordi- 
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they commenced ing a tower whose 
top would reach to the heaven, for the 
ostensible purpose, as they said, of get- 
ting them a name. God, however, took 
them in hand, confounded their lan 

as a curse, and scattered them abroad 
upon all the face of the earth. 

The brother of Jared, as a man of 
God, then pleaded with the Almighty 
that his speech and that of his family, 
might not be confounded, and that he 
— his seed might be preserved from 
the corruptions of the earth, and that 
other families who feared God might be 

rved with them; and that if the 
rd would drive them from that land, 
that he would give unto them another 
land, where they might fear God, and 
keep his statutes, and observe his ordi- 
nances. The Lord heard his prayer, 
— gave them an inheritance in this 
land. 

And it came to 
of Jared did cry unto the Lord accord- 
ing to that which had been spoken by 
the mouth of Jared. And it came to 
pass that the Lord did hear the brother 
of Jared, and had compassion upon him, 
and said unto him, Go to and gather 
together thy flocks, both male and fe- 
male, of every kind; and also of the 
seed of the earth of every kind, and — 
families; and also thy brother Jared an 
his family; and also thy friends and 
their families, and the friends of Jared 
and their families. And when thou hast 
done this, thou shalt go at the head of 
them down into the valley, which is 


4 


pass that the brother 
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northward. And there will I meet thee, 
and I will before thee into a land 
which is choice above all the land of the 
earth. And there will I bless thee and 
seed, and the seed of thy brother, — 
they which shall go with thee, a great 
nation. And there shall be none greater 
than the nation which I will raise up un- 
to me of thy seed, upon all the face of 
the earth. And thus I will do unto thee 
because of this long time which ye have 
cried unto me.” 

Thus we find that they were taken 
from another people who had become 
corrupt, and set apart, or, gathered to- 
gether, as a righteous branch of God’s 
planting upon this land; for the 
of raising up a righteous seed unto God, 
“and there will I bless thee, and th 
seed, and raise up wnto ME of dy weak, 
and of the seed of thy brother, and of 
they who shall go with thee, a great 
nation.” The promise of God more- 
over, to them was, that if they contin- 
— . — — be blessed ; 

ti epar m his wa 
should be cursed, for the decree aoe 
this was “a choice land above all others,” 
that it should be preserved (as a place 
of gathering), for a righteous people; 
and he had sworn in his wrath, unto the 
brother of Jared, that whoso should 
possess this land of promise, from that 
time henceforth and forever, should serve 
him, the true and only God, or they 
should be swept off when the fulness of 
his wrath should come upon them. 


To be continued. 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 
(Continued from page 153.) 
Revelation given in the presence of Siz Elders, in Fayette, New York, September, 1830. 


Listen to the voice of Jesus Christ, your 
. Redeemer, the great I AM, whose arm of 


mercy hath atoned for your sins; who will 


gather his people even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, even as many 


@ trump: lift up your hearts and be 
Ser Lam tn your ond em sour 
with the Father; and it is his good will to 
ve. you the kingdom; and as it is written, 
er ye shall ask in faith, 


as will hearken to my voice, and humble united in prayer according to my command, 


themselves before me, and call upon me in 


mighty prayer. Bebold, verily, verily I ax 
unto you, that at this time your sins a 


forgiven you, therefore ye receive these 
things: but remember to sin no more, lest 
perils shall come upon-you. | 
Verily I say unto you, that ye 
out of the world to declare m 
the sound of rejoicing, as 


shall receive; and ye are called te 
of mine elect; for 
mine elect hear my voice and harden not 


their hearts: wherefore the decree hath 


gone forth from the Father, that : 
be gathered in unto one place, upon aban 


* 


tA ad, tO prepare their hearts, EA. 
prepared in all things, against the day Pees 
tribulation and desolation are sent fer 


* 


166 HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 


upon the wicked: for the hour is nigh, and 


the day soon at hand, when the earth is 
ripe: and all the proud and they that do 
wickedly, shall be as stubble, and I will 
burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that 
wickedness shall not be upon the earth: for 
the hour is nigh, and that which was spoken 
by mine apostles must be fulfilled; for as 
a it come to pass; for I 

reveal myself from heaven with power 
and great glory, with all the hosts thereof, 
and dwell in righteousness with men on 
earth a thousand years, and the wicked shall 
not stand. 

And again, verily, verily I say unto you, 
and it hath gone forth in a firm decree, by 
the will of the Father, that mine apostles, 
the twelve which were with me in my min- 
istry at Jerusalem, shall stand at my right 
hand at the day of my coming in a pillar of 
fire, being clothed with the robe of righ- 
teousness, with crowns upon their heads, in 
glory even as I am, to judge the whole 

ouse of Israel, even as many as have loved 
me and kept my commandments, and none 
else ; for a trump shall sound both long and 
loud, even as upon mount Sinai, and all the 
earth shall quake, and they shall come 
forth; yea, even the dead which died in 
me, to receive a crown of righteousness, 
and to be clothed upon, even as I am, to be 
with me, that we may be one. 
But, behold, I say unto you, that before 
this great day shall come, the sun shall be 
darkened, and the moon shall be turnéd in- 
to blood, and the stars shall fall from heaven ; 
and there shall be greater signs in heaven 
above, and in the earth beneath; and there 
shall be weeping and me among the 
hosts of men; and there be a great 
hail-storm sent forth to destroy the crops 
of the earth; and it shall come to pass, be- 
cause of the wickedness of the worldathat 
I will take vengeance upon the wicked, for 
they will not repent: for the cup of 
indignation is full; for behold, my blood 
shall not cleanse them if they hear 
not. | 


by devouring fire, according 
by the mouth of Ezekiel the prophet, which 
spoke of these things, which have not come 


to pass, but surely must, as I live, for abom- 
ination shall not reign. 


and pass away, and there shall be a new 
heaven and a new earth; for all old things 


new, even the heaven and the earth 
the fulness thereof, both men and beasts: 
and the fowls of the air, and the fishes of 


But, behold, verily I say unto you, before 
the earth shall pass away, Michael mine 
archangel, shall sound his trump, and then 
shall all the dead awake, for their graves 
shall be opened, and they shall come forth ; 
yea, even all; and the righteous shall be 
gathered on my right hand unto eternal life; 
and the wicked on my left hand will I be 
ashamed to own before the Father: where- 
fore I will say unto them, depart from me 
ye cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels. 

And now, behold, I say unto you, never at 
any time, have I declared from mine own 
mouth, that they should return, for where 
I am they cannot come, for they have no 
power; but remember, that all my judgments 
are not given unto men: and as the words 
have gone forth out of my mouth, even so 
shall they be fulfilled, that the first shall be 
last, and that the last shall be first in all 
things whatsoever I have created by the 
word of my power, which is the power of 
my spirit, for by the power of my spirit 
created I ot all things both spiritual 
and temporal. v, spiritual; secondly, 
temporal; which is the beginning of my 
work. And firstly, temporal; and 
secondly, spiritual; which is the last of my 
work. Speaking unto you, that you may 
naturally understand, but unto myself my 
works have no end, neither beginning ; but 
it is given unto you that ye under- 
stand, because ye have asked it of me and 
are agreed. 

Wherefore, verily I say unto you, that all 
things unto me are spiritual; and not at 
any time have I given unto youa law which 
was. temporal; neither any man nor the 
children of men; neither Adam your father, 
whom I created. Behold, I gave unto him 
that he should be an agent unto himself; 
and I gave unto him commandment, but no 
temporal commandment gave I unto him, 
for my commandments are spiritual. They 
are not natural nor temporal, neither 
nor sensual. 


And again, verily, verily I say unto you, 
i that when the thousand years are ended, 
' and men again begin to deny their God, 
: then will I spare the earth but for a little 
season; and the end shall come, and the 
; heaven and the earth shall be consumed 
- 
ö £ shall pass away, and all things shall become 
; | the sea, and not one hair, neither mote, shall 
1 be lost, for it is the workmanship of mine 
1 hand. 
| 
erefore, 1 the sen 
forth flies upon the face of the earth, which 
shall take hold of the inhabitants thereof 
and shall eat their flesh; and shall cause | 
maggots to come in upon them, and their 
tongues shall be stayéd that they shall not é 
utter against me, and their flesh shall fall ; 
from off their bones, and their eyes from . 
their sockets: and it shall come to pass, 
that the beasts of the forest, and the fowls 
of the air, shall devour them up: and that 
great and abominable church, which is the | 
whore of all the earth, shall be cast down 1 
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And it came to that Adam 
tempted of the devil, for, behold, the 
was before Adam, for he rebelled against 
me saying, ‘Give me thine honour, which is 
my power.’ And also a third part of the 
hosts of heaven turned he away from me 
because of their agency; and they were 
thrust down, and thus came the devil and 
his angels. And, behold, there is a place 
prepared for them from the beginning, 
which place is hell; and it must needs be 
that the devil should tempt the children of 
men, or they could not be agents unto them- 
selves, for if they never should have bitter, 
they could not know the sweet. 
Wherefore, antes 00 that the 
tempted Adam and he partook the forbid- 
den fruit and transgressed the command- 
ment, wherein he became subject to the will 
of the devil, because he yielded unto tempta- 
tion. Wherefore, I the Lord God caused 
that he should be cast out from the garden 
of Eden, from my presence, because of his 
on, wherein he became spiritually 

dead; which is the first death, even that 
same death, which is the last death, which 
is spiritual, which shall be pronounced upon 
the wicked when I shall say, ‘ Depart ye 
cursed.’ 

But, behold, I say unto you, that I the 
Lord God gave unto Adam and unto his 
seed, that they should not die as to the tem- 


At length our conference assembled ; 
the subject of the stone mentioned in a 
vious number, was di „ and 
after considerable investigation, brother 
Page, as well as the whole church, who 
were nt, renounced the said stone, 
and all things connected therewith, 
much to our mutual satisfaction and 
ess. 

e now k of the sacrament, 
confirmed and ordained many, and at- 


they repent not; for they will love dark- 
ness rather than light, and their deeds are 


of the world, through mine Only Begotten. 
Wherefore they cannot sin, for power is not 
given unto Satan to tempt little children, 
until they begin to become accountable before 
me; for it is given unto them even as I will, 
according to mine own pleasure, that great 
ers. 


And again, I say unto you, that whoso 
having knowledge, have I not commanded 
to repent ? and he that hath no understand- 
ing, it remaineth in me to do according as it 
is written. And now, I declare no more 
unto you at this time. Amen. 


tended to a great variety of church 
business on that and the following day, 
during which time we had much of 
power of God manifested am us; 
the Holy Ghost came upon us, and filled 
us with joy le; and peace 
and faith, and hope and charity abound- 
ed in our midst. 

Before we separated we received the 
following —- 


Revelation to David Whitmer, Peter 2 —— John Whitmer. Given September, 
1 0. 


Behold, I say unto you, David, that you 
have feared man and have not relied on me 
for strength, as you ought: but your mind 
has been on the things of the earth more 
than on the things of me, your Maker, and 
the whereunto you have been cal- 
led ; 3 have not given heed unto my 
Spirit, and to those who were set over you, 
but have been persuaded by those whom I 
have not commanded: wherefore you are 
left to inquire for yourself, at my hand, and 
ponder upon the things which you have re- 
ceived. And your home shall be at your 
_ father’s house, until I give unto you further 

commandments. And you shall attend to the 
ministry in the church, and before the world, 
and in the regions round about. Amen. 


Behold, I say unto you, Peter, that you 
shall take your journey with your brother 
Oliver, for the time has come, that it is ex- 
pedient in me, that you shall op your 
mouth to declare my : therefore, 
fear not but give heed unto the words and 
advice of your brother, which he shall give 
you. And be you afflicted in all his afflictions, 
ever lifting -_ heart unto me in prayer 
and faith, for his an your deliverance: for 
I have given unto him power to build up 
my church among the Lamanites: and none 
have I appointed to be his counsellor over 
him in the church, church mat- 
ters, except it is his brother Joseph 
jun. Wherefore give heed unto these things 
and be diligent in keeping my command- 
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poral death, until I the Lord God should 
send forth angels to declare unto them 
repentance and redemption, through faith 
on the name of mine Only Begotten Son. 
And thus did I, the Lord God, appoint unto . 
man the days of his probation, that by his 
natural death he might be raised in im- 
mortality unto eternal life, even as many as 
would believe, and they that believe not 
unto eternal damnation, for they cannot be 
redeemed from their spiritual fall, because 
evil, and they receive their wages of whom 
they list to obey. 

But, behold, I say unto you, that little 
children are redeemed from the foundation 
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ments, and you shall be blessed unto eternal 
life. Amen. 

Behold, I say unto you, my servant John, 
that thou shalt commence from this time 


forth to proclaim my gospel, as with the. 


voice of a trump. And your labour shall 
be at your brother Philip Burroughs, and 
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in the regions round about; yea, wherever 


you can be heard, until I command you to 
go from hence. And your whole — 
. be in Zion, with all your soul, from 
henceforth; yea, you shall ever open your 
mouth in my cause, not fearing what man 
can do, for I am with you. Amen. 


Revelation to Thomas B. Marsh. Given September, 1830. 


Thomas, my son, blessed are you because 
of your faith in my work. Behold you have 
many afflictions because of your family: 
nevertheless 1 will bless you, and your fam- 
ily ; yea, your little ones, and the day com- 
eth that they will believe and know the 
truth and be one with you in the church. 

Lift up your heart and rejoice for the 
hour of your mission has come; and your 
tougue shall be loosed; and you shall de- 
clare glad tidings of great joy unto this 
generation. You shall declare the things 
which have been revealed to my servant 
Joseph Smith, jun. You shall begin to preach 
from this time forth; yea to reap iv the 
field which is white already to be burned ; 
therefore, thrust in your sickle with all your 
soul, and your sins are forgiven vou; and 

shall be laden with sheaves upon vour 

for the labourer is worthy of his hire. 
Wherefore your family shall live. 

Behold, verily, I say unto you, go from 


During the conference, which con- 
tinued three days, the utmost harmon 
prevailed, and all things were settl 
satisfactorily to all present, and a desire 
was manifested by all the Saints to go 
forward and labour with all their powers 
to spread the great and glorious princi- 

es of truth, which been revealed 

y our heavenly Father. A number 
were ized during the conference and 
the work of the Lord spread and pre- 
vailed. At this time a t desire was 
manifested by several of the elders re- 
specting the remnants of the house of 


them — for a little time, and declare my 
word, and I will prepare a place for them; 
yea, I will open the hearts of the people 
and they receive you. And I will esta- 
blish’a church by”your hand, and you shall 
strengthen them and prepare them against 
the time when they shall be gathered. Be 
patient in afflictions, revile not against those 
that revile. Govern your house in meek- 
ness, and be steadfast. 

Behold, I say unto you, that you shall be 
a physician unto the church, but not unto 
the world, for they will not receive you. 
Go your way whithersoever 1 will, and it 
shall be given you by the Comforter what 
= shall do, aud whither you eee 

ay always, lest you enter into temptation — 
and lose your reward. Be faithful unto the 
end, and lo, Iam with you. These words 
are not of man nor of men, but of me, even 
Jesus Christ, your Redeemer, by the will of 
the Father. Amen. 


Joseph, the Lamanites, residing in the 
west, knowing that the of God 
were to that people, and hoping 
that the time had come when the pro- 
mises of the Almighty, in regard to that 
people were about to be accomplished, 
and that they would receive the gospel 
and enjoy its blessings. The desire 
— 80 great, that it was agreed upon 
we should enquire of the Lord respect- 
ing the r of sending some of the 
elders among them, which we accord- 
ingly did, and received the following 
revelation :— 


Revelation to Parley P. Pratt and Ziba Peterson. Given October, 1830. 


And now, concerning my servant Parle 
P. Pratt, behold, I say unto him, that as 1 
live I will that he shall declare my gospel 
and learn of me, and be meek and lowly of 
heart ; and that which I have appointed un- 
to him, is, that he shall go with my servants 
Oliver Cowdery, and Peter Whitmer, jun. 
into the wilderness, . Lamanities; 
and Ziba Peterson, also, go with them, 
Immediately on receiving this revela- 
tion, preparations were made for the 
journey of the brethren therein designa- 
ted, to the borders of the Lamanites, 
and g copy of the revelation was given 
. ving got ready for their jour- 


and I myself will go with them and be in 
their midst: and 1 am their advocate with 
the Father, and n shall prevail. And 
they shall give heed to that which is writ- 
ten and pretend to no other revelatiop, and 
they shall pray always that I may unfold 
unto them — to their understanding; and 
they shall give heed unto these words and 
trifle not, and I will bless them, Amen, 

ney, they hade adieu to their brethren — 
and friends, and commenced their jour- 
by the wey and leaving 
a sealing testimony behind them, lifting . 
up their voice like a trump in the differ- 
ent villages through which they passed. 
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They continued their until 
come to Kirtland, Ohio, where —— 
ried some time, there being quite a num- 
ber in that who believed their tes- 
timony, and came forward and obeyed 
the . Among the number was 
elder Sidney S. Rigdon, and a large 
portion of the church over which he 
presided. 

As there has been a great rumour, 
and many false statements have been 
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= to the world elder Rig- 
on’s connexion with the Church of 
Jesus Christ. It is necessary that a 
correct account of the same be given, 80 
that the public mind may be disab 

on the subject. I shall therefore pro- 
ceed to give a brief history of his life, 
down from authentic sources, as also an 
account of hisconnexion with the Church 
of Christ. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF GEN. JOSEPH SMITH AND HON. J. C. CALHOUN. 
From the Times and Seasons. 


Hon. John C. Calhoun,—Dear Sir,—As 
we understand you are a candidate for the 
in age td at the next election; and as the 

er-day Saints (sometimes called Mor- 
mons, who now-constitute a numerous class 
in the school politi¢ of this vast republic), 
have been robbed of an immense amount of 
perty, and endured nameless sufferings 

y the state of Missouri, and from her bor- 
ders have been driven by force of arms, con- 
trary to our national covenants; and as in 
vain we have sought redress by all consti- 
tutional, legal and honourable means, in her 
courts, her executive councils, and her legis- 
lative halls: and as we have petitioned 


Nauvoo, Illinois, Nov. 4th, 1843. 
con to take of our suffer- 
ings without effect, we have judged it wis- 
dom to address to you this communication, 
and solicit an immediate, specific, and candid 
reply to What will be your rule of action, re- 
lative to us as a people, should fortune favour 
your ascension to the chief magistracy ? 

Most respectfully, sir, your friend, and 
the friend of peace, good order, and con- 
stitutional rights, 

Joszrx SMITH. 


In behalf of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints. 


Hon. John C. Calhoun, Fort Hill, 8. C. 


(HON. J. o. CALHOUN’S REPLY.) 


Sir,—You ask me what would be my rule 
of action, relative to the Mormons, or Lat- 
ter-day Saints, should I be elected Presi- 
dent, to which I answer, that if I should be 
elected, I would strive to administer the 
government according to the constitution 


make no distinction between citisens of dif- 
ferent religious creeds, I should make none. 
As far as it d on the executive de- 


partment, all should have the full benefit of 


Fort Hill, Ind Dec., 1843. 
both, and none should be exempt from their 


But, as you refer to the case of 
candour compels me to repeat, what I said 
to you at Washington, that to my 


jurisdiction of the federal government, which 
is one of limited and specific powers. 
With respect, I am, &c. &. 


J. C. Catnoun. 
Mr. Joseph Smith. 


Sir, Tour reply to my letter of last 
November, concerning your rule of action 
towards the Latter-day Saints, if elected 
President, is at hand; and, that you and 
your friends of the same opinion, relative to 
the matter in question, may not be disappoint- 
ed as to me, or my mind, upon so grave a 
subject, permit me, as a law-abiding man, 
asa well-wisher tothe perpetuity of con- 
stitutional and liberty, and as a friend 
@ to the free worship of Almighty God, by all 


Nauvoo, Illinois, Jan. Ind., 1843. 


according to the dictates of every person’s 
conscience, to say I am surprised, that a 
man, or men, in the highest stations of pub- 
lic life, should have made up such a 

view of a case, than which there is not 


ödaö 
operation. 
views, the case does not come within the . 
| one on the face of the globe fraught with so 
much consequence to the happiness of men 
in this world, or the world tocome.. To be 
sure, the first paragraph of your letter ap- 
pears very complacent, and fair on u White 
sheet of paper, and who, that is ambitious 


ons are alike 
they must, of course, all be justi- 


tolerated, 
fied or condemned, according to merit or 


demerit—but why, tell me why, are all the 
principle men held up for public stations, so 
cautiously careful, not to publish to the 
world that they will judge a righteous judg- 
ment—law or no law; for laws and opinions, 
like the vanes of steeples, change with the 
wind. One congress passes a law, and ano- 
ther repeals it, and one statesman says that 
the constitution means this, and another 
that, and who does not know that all may 
be wrong? The opinion and pledge, there- 
fore, in the first paragraph of your reply to 
my question, like the forced steam from the 

‘of a steam boat, makes the show of 
6 bright cloud at first, but when it comes in 
contact. with a purer atmosphere, dissolves 
to common air again. 

Tour second paragraph leaves naked 
before yourself, like a likeness 3838 
D ‘according to your view 
the f government is one of limited and 
and has no jurisdiction in 

e case of the Mormons. 80 then a state 
can at any time expel any portion of her 
citizens with impunity, and in the language 
of Mr. Van Buren, frosted over with your 

us ‘ views of the case, though the cause 
ever so just, government can do nothing 
for them, because it has no power. 


Go on, then, Missouri, after another set 
of inhabitants (as the Latter-day Saints did) 
have entered some two or three hundred 
thousand dollars worth of land, and made 
extensive improvements thereon. Go on, 
then I say, banish the occupants or owners, 
or kill them, as the mobbers did many of the 
Latter-day Saints, and take their lands and 
property as a spoil; and let the legislature, 
as in the case of the Mormons, appropriate 
a couple of hundred thousand dollars to pay 
the mob for doing the job; for the renown- 
ed senator from South Carolina, Mr. J. C. 
Calhoun, says the powers of the federal go- 
vernment are so specific and limited that it 
has no jurisdiction in the case! Oh, ye peo- 
ple who groan under the oppression of ty- 
rants, ye exiled Poles, who have felt the iron 
hand of Russian grasp; ye poor and unfor- 
tunate among all nations, come to the ‘ asy- 
lum of the oppressed.’ Buy ye lands of the 
general government, pay in your money to 
the treasury to strengthen the army and the 
navy; worship God according to the dic- 
tates of your own consciences; pay in your 
taxes to support the great heads of a glori- 
ous nation, but remember a ‘ tate 
is so much more powerful than the United 


States, the parent government, that it can 


alters the case! 
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Ye spirits of the blessed of all ages, hark! 
Ye shades of departed statesmen, listen! 
Abraham, Moses, Homer, Socrates, 
Solomon, and all that ever thought of right 
and wrong, look down from your exaltations, 
if you have any, for it is said in the midst of 
counsellors there ie and when you 
have learned that fifteen thousand innocent 
citizens, after having purchased their lands 
of —— for them, 
were expelled from a ‘sovereign state 
order of the governor, at the point of the 
bayonet; their arms taken from them by 
the same authority; and their right of mi- 
gration — 
of imprisonment, robbing, mob- 
bing, and even death, and no justice or re- 
compence allowed ; and from the legislature, 
with the governor at the head, down to the 
justice of the peace, with a bottle of whiskey 
in one hand, and a bowie knife in the other, 
hear them all declare that there is no jus- 
tice for a Mormon in that state, and judge 
ye a righteous judgement, and tell me when 
the virtue of the state was stolen; where 
the honor of the general government lies 
hid; and what clothes a senator with wis- 
dom? Oh! n Carolina! Oh! little 
tempestuous Rhode Island! wouldit not be 
well for the great men of the nation to read 
the fable of the partial judge, and when part 
of the free citizens of a state had been ex- 
pelled contrary to the constitution, mobbed, 
robbed, plundered, and many murdered, in- 
stead of searching into the course taken 
with Johanna Southcott, Ann Lee, the 
French prophets, the Quakers of New Eng- 
land, and rebellious n in the slave 
states, to hear both sides and then judge, 
rather than have the mortification to say, oh, 
it is my bull that has killed your ox, that 
I must enquire into it, 
and if, and if ?’ 

If the general government has no power 
to reinstate expelled citizens to their rights, 
there is a monstrous hypocrite fed and fos- 
tered from the hard of the people ! 
A real bull beggar ’ upheld by sycophants ; 
— although you may wink to the priests 

to stigmatize; wheedle the drunkards to 
swear, and raise the hue and cry 2 
false prophet, yet remember, if the Latter- 
day Saints are not restored to all their 
rights, and for all their losses, ac- 
cording to known rules of justice and | 
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N for greatness and power, would net have exile you at pleasure, mob you with impa- 
: said the same thing? Your oath would nity; confiscate your lands and property; 
bind you to support the constitution and have the legislature sanction it; yea, even 
law, and murder you, as an edict of an Emperor, and 
ö it does no wrong, for the noble senator of 
South Carolina, says the power of the federal 
— Waleed end thet 
has no jurisdiction in the case What think 
ye of Imperium in imperio. 
| 
1 
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reciprocation sad common ho- 


that Ged will come 
and vex this nation 


out of 
with 


; yea, 
wrath offendel God shall smoke 
— ae on with as much distress 
wo independence has biased through 
with pleasure and delight. Where is 
strength of government? Where is the 
otism of a Washington, a Warren, and 
Adams? 8 where is a spark — the 
watch fire of 76, by which one candle 
might be lit, that would glimmer upon the 
confines of ? Well may it be 
said that one man is not a state, nor one 
state the nation. In the days of General 
Jackson, when France refused the first in- 
stalment for spoliations, theré was power, 
force, and honour enough to resent injustice 
and insult, and the money came; and shall 
Missouri, filled with negro drivers,and white 
men stealers, go ‘ unwhipped of justice,’ for 
tenfold sings than France? No! 
verily,no! While I have powers of body 
and mind; while water runs and 
habe while virtue is lovely and vice hate- 
; and while a stone points out a sacred 
spot where a fragment of American liberty 
once was; I or my posterity will plead the 
cause of innocence, until Missouri 
makes atonement for all her sins—or sinks 
degraded and damned to hell— 
where the worm dieth not and the fire is 
sir, the power not delegated to the 
people, and sent to do the people’s 
— oneal power—and shall fifteen 


thousand citizens groan in exile? Oh, vain 
men, 


will ye not, if ye do not restore them 
to their rights and 2,000,000 dollars worth 
of property, relinquish to them, (the Lat- 
ter-day Saints) as a body, their portion of 
power that belongs to them according to 
the constitution. Power has its conveni- 
ence, as well asinconvenience. ‘The world 
was not made for Cesar alone, but Titus, 
too.’ 

I will give you aparable. A certain lord 
had a vineyard in a goodly land, which men 
laboured in at their pleasure; a few meek 
men also went, and purchased with money 
from some of these chief men that laboured 
at pleasure, a portion of land in the vine- 
yard, at a very remote part of it, and began 
to improve it, and to eat and drink the fruit 
thereof; when some vile who re- 
garded ‘not man, neither feared the lord of 
the vineyard, rose up suddenly and robbed 
these meek men, and drove them from their 
possessions, killing many. This barbarous 
act made no small stir among the men in the 
vineyard, and all that portion who were at- 
tached to that part of the vineyard where 


ly ordered the deed to be done, and made s 
covenant not to pay for the cruel deed, but 
to keep the spoil, and never let those meek 
men set their feet on that soil again, 


of those wicked men in every possible man- 
ner and got none. They then supplicated 
the chief men, who held the vineyard at 
pleasure, and who had the power to sell and 


is just, but we can do nothing for you, be- 
cause we have no power. Now, when 
the lord of the vineyard saw that virtue and 


And let me say, that all men who say that 
congress has no power to restore and de- 
fend the rights of her citizens, have not the 
love of the truth abiding inthem. Congress 
has power to protect the nation against 
foreign invasion and internal broil, and when- 
ever that body an act to maintain 
right with any power; or to restore right to 
any portion of her citizens, IT 18 THE SUPREME 
LAW OF THE LAND, and should a state refuse 
submission, that state is guilty of inswurrec- 
tion or rebellion, and the president has as 
much power to repel it as W had 
to march the ‘ whiskey boys of Pitts- 
burg,’ or General Jackson had to send an 
armed force to suppress the rebellion of 
South Carolina! 


To close, I would admonish you, dende 
you let your ‘candor compel’ you to 
write upon a subject, great as the salvation 
of man, co uential as the life of the 
Saviour, broad as the principles of eternal 
truth, and valaable as the jewels of 1 
to read in the eighth section and first artic 
of the constitution of the United States, the 

and seventeenth ‘specific’ and 

not very ‘ limited powers’ of the federal go- 
vernment, what can be done to protect the 
—* property and rights of a virtuous peo- 
le, when the adnéinistrators of the law, and 

w makers, are unbought by bribes, uncor- 
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the men were robbed, rose up in grand 
png men, council, with their chief man, who had first- 
recompense them for it. Now these meek 
men, in their distress, wisely sought redress 
defend it for redress and redemption, and 
those men, loving the fame and favour of 
the multitude, more than the glory of the 
° lord of the vineyard, answered, your cause 
innocence was not regarded, and his vine- 
yard occupied by wicked men, he sent men 
and took the possession of it to himself, and 
destroyed those unfaithful servants, and ap- 
pointed them their portion among hypo- 
crites. 

rupted by patronage, untempted by gold, 

unawed by fear, and uncontaminated by : 
tangling alliances—even like Cesar’s wife, 
not only unspotted but unsuspected! and 
God, who cooled the heat of a Nebuchad- 
nessers furnace, or shut the mouths of 
lions for the honour of a Daniel, will 

* raise your mind above the narrow notion, : 


Surrn. 
Hon. (Mr. ) J. C. Calhoun, Fort Hill, 8. C. 


We now present ourselves before our 
a in a new volume at the com- 
mencement of another year. Forty-four 
has come rolling upon us with all its re- 
sponsibilities, leavin = events that 
have —— ired in the by-gone year to 
mingle with those before the flood ; and 
we are now ushered forth with the 
rapidity of the whirling spheres, into the 
cumbrous, the uncertain, the unknown 
future. In resuming our onerous du- 
ties, of an editorial nature, we commence 
by wishing our readers a happy new 
year. 
In reflecting upon the past, we have 
many pleasing recollections. We have 
witnessed the work of — 2 
with unprecedented rapidity, an 0 
of truth, has — felt and rea- 
— 1 the | and breadth 
of this continent, on the continent of 
Europe, and among the distant nations 
of the earth. 
be little stone hewn out of the moun- 
tain without hands, has commenced its 
and like a snow ball, it becomes 
more ponderous as it rolls along, gather- 
ing together the pure in heart among all 
people, and forming a nucleus around 
which shall gather the great, the virtu- 
ous, the benevolent, the wise, and the 
— ic of all nations. That ‘knowl 
power, is a truth acknowledged by 
all, and if there is any true and correct 
source of intelligence, it must be that 
which poe from the Almighty. 
y his wisdom became second to 
power, and in command in 
Daniel through his wisdom was 
great authorjty in the Baby- 
onish kingdom, being made chief ruler 
and governor. When our Saviour made 
his appearance in the wönid, it was said 
of him ‘ whence hath this this wis- 
dom, seeing he has never | be 


went out to all the country round about. 


— 


spake as never man spake,’ and his fame 


The reason is obvious: those persons 
had all received intelligence from God, 
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and being instructed by the great Elo- 
heim were enabled i inciples 
of intelligence that far exceeded every 
thing that was merely human ; the wis- 
dom and intelligence of the generations 
in which they severally lived. Life and 
immortality, we are told were brought to 
light in — rep of our 
gospel, and the same gospel hay 
restored in these last days by the reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ, the opening of the 
heavens, the ministering of angels, the 
r- the Holy Ghost, and the power of 
„we may expect a pure stream of in- 
telligence to flow unto us, which has ita 
fountain in the bosom of the Almighty, 
and which is calculated to satisfy the 
capacious desires of intelligent spirits, 
and expand the human heart wide as the 
universe. Already many great things 
have been unfolded unto us, which 
far exceed the principles of sectarianism, 
as light does darkness. Their influence 
has been felt, both at home and abroad, 
and although handled in many instances 
by unlettered men, they have — 
a mighty effect. The diamond has shone 
in all its resplendent beauty, and thou- 
sands who know how to 1 
truth have been attracted by pre- 
cious 

Per there never was a time since 
the principles of our holy religion were 
— 

t days when t more rapi 
than they do at the — ima: Ou 
elders are going forth ‘ bearing precious 
seed,’ and the accounts which we are 
daily receiving from all parts of the 
Union, are of the most flattering kind. 
Intelligence is disseminating, truth is 
— , churches are being built up, 
and su ition, ignorance, and bigotry 
are losing their fascinating charms, be- 
ing eclipsed by the more lucid rays of 
eternal truth. 


The work is still progressing in Ca- 
nada, New Brunswick, England, Ire- 
d, Scotland, Wales, and in the Isle of 
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N that the general government has no power With great respect, I have the honour to 
—to the sublime idea that congress, with be 
the president as executor, is as Almighty in 

: its sphere, as Jehovah is in his. 

a 2 


land, their — are contin on 
the increase. In Wales, native elders 
have been ordained, who are going forth 
and preaching in their own language, 
the — principles of eternal truth. 
We have elders preaching in New Hol- 
land, and in the East Indies, and elders 
during the past year have been sent to the 
Islands in the 1 Sea. Elders Hyde 
and Adams, are also 7 to go 
on a mission to Russia in the * 

Our affairs in Nauvoo are prosperous; 
vast numbers of brick houses have gone 
up the last summer and fall, — our 
cl ins to present a v easing 

ve settled among us during the past 
year, and the amount of merchandize 
which has been imported, has placed 
within the reach of the citizens of 
auvoo, at as reasonable a rate as they 
can be at any of our western 
cities. | 

Considering the many improvements 
that have been made, and the difficulties 
in many instances under which the com- 
mittee have had to labour, the Temple 
has made great progress: and strenuous 
efforts are now being made in quarrying, 
hauling, and hewing stone, to place it in 
a situation that the walls can go up and 
the building be enclosed by next fall. 

There has not been much done at the 
Nauvoo House during the past season, 
further than ing materials; most 
of the brick, however, and hewed stone 
are in readiness for that building; and 
the Temple and Nauvoo House Com- 
mittees, having purchased several splen- 
did mills in the pineries, place them in 
a situation to furnish both of the above 
named buildings with abundance of ex- 
cellent lumber, besides having a large 
amount to di of. 

Great improvements have been made 
in our Municipal regulations lately; or- 
dinances have been passed to protect our 
citizens against the encroachments and 
persecutions of Missouri, and a standi 
police of forty men, have been appoin 
to see 2 laws — 4 
against the encroachments o 
horse thiever, kidnappers, and other 
scoundrels, who so much invest ourriver, 


and who, in so many instances, (in con- 


uence of the ulity of the le, 
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of depredations at the expense of the 
Mormons. 

Vigorous efforts are being made to 
improve our wharves, and facilitate the 
landing of steam-boats on our shores, 
A charter has also been granted by the 
City Council for the erection of a dam, 
upwards of a mile long, across the Mis- 
sissippi, to commence some distance be- 
low the Nauvoo House, and intersect 
with an island above; so as not to inter- 
fere with the main channel of the river. 
This work when completed, will not 
only form one of the best harbours on 
the Mississippi river, making the whole 
of our shore accessible at all times to 


the largest class of boats; but it will at 


the same time afford the best mill pri- 
io in the western country. 
or have our farmers been idle. Very 

great improvements have been made dur- 
ing the last year, in agricultural pur- 
suits. Extensive farms are innir 
to spread themselves for miles in every 
direction from our city, on the bosom of 
the prairie, as far as the eye can 
reach ; fencing, ploughing, and building, 
seems to be the order of the day. 
wilderness is indeed being made glad, 
and the desert blossoms as the rose. 

Many branches of mechanism are go- 
ing on: brick-makers, carpenters, brick- 
layers, masons, plasterers, black-smiths, 
and many other branches of business 


have found abundance of employ. There 
is, however, one thing which we would 


respectfully call the attention of our bre- 
thren to; that is, the business of manu- 
facturing. 

There is perhaps no place in the wes- 
tern country, where cotton, woollen, silk, 
iron, and earthenware, could be manu- 
factured to better advantage than th 
could in Nauvoo. There is not a branc 
in any of the above trades, from making 
the machinery, to completing the most 
delicate fabrics, or wares, but what we 
have artisans and mechanics that are 
fully competent to the task, having fol- 
lowed those several branches of manu- 
factures, either in the eastern states, or 
in the old world: and when the above 
named dam shall be erected, it will 
afford greater facilities for manufactur- 
ing p and better prospects for 
capitalisf8 to invest their money than 
any thing that has come under our no- 
tice for a long time. | 

Our relations with the state of Mis- 
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souri, and with all our enemies, are 


placed on a very different footing to 
That state 
has all ber ingenuity to 


r and destroy us, but she has 
ed in the attempt; she has not yet a 


pretext left for even an ill prosecu- 
tion. The Governor of this state has 
declared himself in favour of law, and 
there is not the least shadow of a pre- 
text for issuing any process for Joseph 
Smith, and there is as little prospect of 
any requisition being complied with. 
The old charge of burglary, arson, 
treason, murder, &c., is worn so thread 
— that nobody will pay any attention 
to it. 

Orin P. Rockwell has also been ac- 


24 quitted, before even a Missouri court; 


not the slightest evidence of his guilt 
having been adduced, even by his most 
i in the 
charged with bei incipal in 
ex-Governor Boggs, 
there can be no further charges be made 
against Joseph Smith, as ‘accessary 
before the fact.’ 

Brother Avery and his son have also 
been acquitted, and there is not one per- 
son belonging to our church that the 
state of Missouri can institute the least 
shadow of charge against.—We are in- 
formed also that Governor Ford has 
ordered the sheriff of this county, to 
take those persons who assisted the Mis- 


LETTER OF ORSON HYDE. 


sourians in kidnapping in this state; and 
to hold them in recogni — 
at the county court; thus ing us 


ple. 

Throughout the wholeregion of coun- 
try around us, those bitter and acrimo- 
nious feelings which bave so long been 
— by — are dying away, 

e its . 

Our influence abroad . in- 
crease, truth and innocence are triumph- 
ing over falsehood and malice, and the 
most honourable and intelligent of all 
classes, are beginning to gaze with ad- 
miration upon, and to investigate and 
admire those glorious principles which 
God has revealed in these last days for 
the salvation of the human family. The 

sacred writ * 

ng, intelligence is rolling forth in 
majesty. The power of God is 
made manifest ; and soon every kin . 
people and tongue shall listen to the 
voice of eternal truth: and all nations 
see the salvation of God. 


LETTER FROM ORSON HYDE. 


Dear Brother Ward,—After so long an 
absence, I now take my pen to write a few 
lines to my friends on the other side of the 

waters. Thespring is now approach- 

rapidly, and soon must I go forth again 

on the great and important work where- 
unto I am called. 

In this arduous enterprize, I the more 
willingly continue on account of the cer- 
tainty of gaining a celestial crown at the 
end of the race. I have tested the merits 
of that cause which I am chosen to defend 
for more than twelve years, and have ever 
found that when I honoured it, the Lord 
has ever honoured me, and when I have 
defended it, the Lord has defended me. 
I, therefore, repose unlimited capfidence in 
its and purity, and am disposed 
still to lend all my exertions to roll onward 
a cause which proffers so much good to our 
Trace. 


Nauvoo, Jan. 20th, 1844. 


The Saints here are as well as 
any one could expect.—On account of the 
extreme drought last summer, the crops were 
much injured. This makes provisions rather 
scarce and dear, but the winter, so far, has 
been very mild—and this is favpurable. 
Flour is worth a sovereign a barrel (196lbs) ; 
pork, fresh in the hog, is worth half-a- 
sovereign per hundred pounds; and other 
things in like proportion. This is almost as 
dear as last year ; but I suppose these 
prices would be considered cheap with you. 

It is my present intention to leave this 
country in the s „to go to St. Peters- 
burgh, in Russa. Tou have no doubt seen 
my appointment to this mission in the 

mes and Seasons. I shall, in all proba- 
bility, pass through England on my way 
there, and shall calculate to some 
time in the different branches of the Church 
in that country ; and, as we intend to estab- 


the law. Most of the persons — 
ö in the mobocratic meetings in Carthage 
i and elsewhere, are heartily tired and 
1 ashamed of their company, having found 
out that they have been gulled by the 
1 mis representations and falsehoods of de- 
N signing demagogues, to seek to over- 
throw an innocent and law-abidin 

| 

| 
| 
| 
| 


into 
the 


assist in this matter, this is their invitation y the trees and 
to do so; and also a word to them in season plants of nature, it receives constant acces- 
to be when we arrive to do what sions of tributary streams which swell its 
thelr liberality and circumstances will allow tide into a vast river, bearing on its bosom 

the splendid and gallant ship through the 


When last in England, I thought I knew 


Brethren all, fare you well for the present. 
May God bless you for ever and ever. 
Even so, amen. : 


much about the purposes of God, and the 
plan of operation in bringing about his pur- 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE.—We take the present opportunity of announcing to 
the various conferences in the British Islands, that we intend to hold a GENERAL 
ConFERENCE in Liverpool, on Saturday and Sunday, the 6th and 7th of April 
next ; simultaneously with the conference which will be held on that day in Nauvoo, 
and the anniversary of the organization of the Church of Jesus Christ, beneficently 
instituted by Divine authority in the year 1830, for the gathering together of the 
honest in heart in the last days. anksgiving and praise must fill the heart of 
every Saint in the contemplation of the scenes and struggles through which the 
church has passed since that day. | 

X44 1 the hearts of the Saints when they reflect 

what God hath wrought for his people as a whole; and certainly we cannot 

withhold our praises unto our Heavenly Father, when we reflect upon what he hath 
done for us individually, by enabling us still to retain our position in his covenant 
and kingdom, for truly is the experience of each a type of the t struggle of the 
entire church, and by a faithful endurance will it be typical of its glorious consum- 
mation and eternal triumph. 

It is true, in the unexam progress and success of the Church, she hath not 
gained the esteem of the world, but in defiance of every opposition which the powers 
of darkness could or prompt to action, she hath attained to a position, with 
the certainty of a glorious triumph, that stamps her with the divinity of heaven, and 
is sufficient in itself to convince the unprejudiced and honest, that it is the work 
of God, and that the prophet truly described it as a stone cut out of the mountain 
without hands ; or in other words as effected not by human agency alone, but by the 
immediate energy of Divine Omnipotence. 


Orson 
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Msh the gospel in Russia, and also enter poses; but I was then a child and under- 
into some business transactions there, in de- stood but little in comparison to what has 
half of the Church, pursuant to the counsel ince been opened to my view. 
and advice of brother Joseph Smith and A stream commonly rises in some obscure 
others, it will require some money to carry vale, being nearly shut in by rocks, hills, 
effect the work before us: and should and mountains, and consequently visited 
The cause is p in country, widely extended plains adorned with towns, 
„ ae cities, and villages, until it launches her in- 
to it. Brother Joseph Smith is to the broad ocean: so our religion bears 
daily thronged with visitors of every grade, us onward in its current from the rude 
from different parts of the United States. and obscure field of nature, expanding the 
Some are being aroused to put down the mind, deepening the understanding, and 
work, because, they say, Joseph Smith is opening to our view the broad ocean of 
getting too much power, that his numbers eternal life into which it will eventually — | 
will soon be so great that he will join with launch us. 
England, or some other power, and conquer The course of the rest of the Twelve, I 
the United States; while others say that a cannot now determine; but the conference 
man who possesses power and skill to obtain will give some directions to them at the 
influence among an enlightened people must proper time. Brother Amos Fielding is 
be worthy of it, and so it goes. But while here and well. All the Twelve are well. 
confusion, strife, and division exist among It is a general time of health with us, and 
the people, our church is constantly arising we hope and pray that health, spiritual and 
like a luminary in the sky, making manifest temporal, may be your portion in this world, 
the errors and deformities of the religious and eternal life in the world to come. 
world, by the light which she emits upon all 
— 


